
        APPROVED 
DONNER SUMMIT PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 

P.O. BOX 610 – SODA SPRINGS – CALIFORNIA – 95728 
TELEPHONE (530) 426-3456 – FAX (530) 426-3460 

E-mail: tskjelstad@dspud.com 
  

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
Held: March 17, 2009 

  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Tom Skjelstad, General Manager; Jim King, Plant Manager; Julie 

Bartolini, Office Manager;  Deleane Mehler, Office Assistant 
OTHERS PRESENT: Geoffrey O. Evers, General Counsel, by telephone from  

641 Fulton Ave. Ste 130, Sacramento, CA 95825, Susan Synder, 
Amber Waddle, Cheryl Lebel, Mike Livak 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
The Regular Meeting of March 17, 2008 of the Donner Summit Public Utility District 
Board of Directors was called to order at 6:10p.m. by President Cathy Preis, at 
53823 Sherritt Lane Soda Springs CA, California. 
 

2. Roll Call 
      Cathy Preis, President        - Present 
      Rachel Tolmachoff, Vice President     - Absent -Excused  
      Bob Sherwood, Secretary                   - Absent -Excused 
                Philip Gamick, Director        - Present 
      Dave Oneto, Director   - Present 
 

3. Clear the Agenda 
There were no changes to the agenda. 

4. Public Participation  
None 

5. Consent Calendar: 
 All items listed under the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and 
 will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these 
 items unless a member of the Board requests an item to be removed from the 
 Consent Calendar for a separate action.  Any items removed will be considered 
 after the motion to approve the Consent Calendar. 

 
  A. Cash Disbursements – General, Month of February 2009 --  
   $ 159,105.65 

 B. Cash Disbursements – Payroll, Month of February 2009 --  
           $ 57,092.16 
 C. Financial Statements thru December 31, 2008 
 D. Meeting Minutes of February 10, 2009 
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Motion:      Accept the Consent Calendar  

           By:          Dave Oneto 
           Second:      Phil Gamick 

Vote:           3 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent, 0 Abstain  
 Motion Carries 
 

6. Department Reports 
 

 A. Administration:  Tom Skjelstad, General Manager 
 

1. Administrative Civil Liability Complaint R5-2008-0626, Donner 
Summit Public Utility District, Nevada County- current status of the 
proposed fines. Tom Skjelstad, ECO:LOGIC and Vice President Rachel 
Tolmachoff met with the RWQCB Enforcement staff to discuss the 
proposed fines. Topics discussed included: eligible projects to apply the 
fines, authorization of discretionary funds, and timing of permit and 
violations. District staff continues to communicate with the Enforcement 
staff in order to develop a mutually acceptable resolution. 

 
2. Comments Received by the Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Regarding the District Tentative Draft Waste Discharge Permit- 
summary of comments received. Tom Skjelstad reported on the 
comments received by the Regional Water Control Board regarding the 
Tentative Draft Permit. Almost all of the comments included: dilution 
credit, a stream gage to monitor river flow, a date certain for 
commencement of land disposal, climate change factors, and the 
biostimulation (algae) study. The Tentative Draft Permit is scheduled to 
be heard April 23/24 at the Regional Water Quality Control Board public 
hearing. 

 
3. Planning Steps Prior to Adoption of the District’s Discharge Permit- 

developing a planning process to implement upon adoption of the 
District’s discharge permit.  A discussion insued regarding the proposed 
planning process. The purpose of the planning process is to publicly and 
cooperatively pursue solutions that result in the Donner Summit Public 
Utility District wastewater meeting the water quality standards as 
established and set down by the Regional Quality Control Board, Central 
Valley Region to the benefit of the citizens and environment. 

 
4. Report from Meeting with Heidi Kolbe, Professional Facilitator- 

report from a meeting staff held with Heidi Kolbe on March 13, 2009.  
Tom Skjelstad reported there will be a public Parks meeting on March 24, 

2009. 
 

5. Barnard & Vogler, Co. Engagement Letter for Bookkeeping Services 
thru December 31, 2009 - renew annual letter of agreement.  

 



Donner Summit Public Utility District 
Minutes –Regular Meeting March 17, 2009 
Page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion:  Authorize Cathy Preis to Sign the Barnard Vogler, Co. 

Engagement Letter for Bookeeping Services thru December 31, 
2009 

           By:          Dave Oneto 
           Second:      Phil Gamick 

Vote:           3 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent, 0 Abstain  
 Motion Carries 
 

6. Sierra Lakes County Water District Peer Review Engineers- SLCWD 
has hired an engineering firm to conduct a peer review of ECO:LOGIC  
wastewater treatment plant design upgrade process begins. Tom 
Skjelstad reported the Sierra Lakes County Water District’s Board of 
Directors have retained the services of Water Works Engineers to review 
the work that ECO:LOGIC will conduct on behalf of the DSPUD with 
regards to the wastewater treatment plant.  

  
  B. Sewer and Water Department – Jim King, Chief Plant Operator 

 
1.  Waste Water Flow Data – for February-Reported 
2.      Fresh Water Flow Data – for  February-Reported 
 
3.     Operations and Maintenance Summary – activities during the month of 

February. Jim King reported the following: 
 
Operations WWTP 

• Continued work with Telstar on completion of SCADA control and 
monitoring system testing and troubleshooting. 

• Experienced power outage on 2/16 to plant, main office and 
outlying lift stations. 

• The wastewater plant had one excursion from its monthly ammonia 
limit. The calculated allowable average limit was 5.9 mg/L with the 
effluent returning a value of 8.8 mg/L. The regional board was 
notified by phone as soon as the excursion was known and by 
official letter 5 days later. 

• Placer Electric installed a new grounding rod at the main office to 
protect the electrical and phone systems from power surges. 

 
Operations Water Plant 

• Completed and sent out monthly fresh water report to DHS. 
• Transported by snow-cat 2000lbs of alum to the fresh water plant. 
• Repaired the hydraulic hoses on loader. 
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• Replaced blown surge protectors on the plant head-works flow 
meter. 

 
Repairs and Maintenance WWTP 

• Installed new shelving and piping for chemical feed pumps and 
equipment. 

 
Laboratory 

• Continued sampling of the plant effluent, R-1, R-2, and Towle 
Mountain for phosphorus and nitrate.  

• Continued in-house COD and ammonia monitoring of influent 
composite samples. 

• Sent out for testing plant effluent for 1st quarter bioassay testing. 
 
C. Safety Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

1. Administrative and Operations Department Safety Committee –
February meeting. 

 
Motion:    Accept The Safety Committee Meeting Minutes for February 

           By:    Dave Oneto 
           Second:   Phil Gamik 

Vote:  3 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent, 0 Abstain      

           Motion Carries 
 

7.  President’s Report 
 

  1. 2009 Board Committee Appointments  
   The committee appointments will be decided at the April meeting. 
 

8.  Correspondence:  None 
      

     9.   Closed Session: None 
 

10. Informational In accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2(a),  Directors 
may make brief announcements or brief reports on their own activities (concerning the 
District).  They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or take 
action to have staff place a matter of business on a future agenda. It was decided to 
reschedule the April Board of Directors meeting to April 28th, 2009. 
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11.  Adjournment 
Motion:         Adjourn at 6:50p.m.      

           By:    Dave Oneto 
           Second:   Phil Gamick 

Vote:  3 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent, 0 Abstain   

           Motion Carries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schedule of Upcoming Meetings 
 
  Special Meeting - April 28, 2009 
  Regular Meeting -    May 19, 2009 
  Regular Meeting - June 16, 2009 
 
The wording in these minutes are as reread from the notes by the Clerk of the Board. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Deleane Mehler 
Clerk of the Board 
 










































